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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 07869 210231Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 CCO-OO PASO-OO /023 W 

038858 220240Z/75 

R 202025Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2836 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 7869 

PASS TO USDOC D.O. LOS ANGELES 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: SALE OF RESEARCH REACTOR TO ARGENTINA 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 6199 

TO: MR. RH CHESWORTH 
GENERAL ATOMIC CO. 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
CABLE: GENATOM 

REF CHESWORTH- JONES TELCONS 

1 . ON OCTOBER 18, RECEIVED LETTER FROM DR. ABBATE 
INDICATING THAT MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 13 IN BUENOS AIRES 
APPARENTLY RESOLVED ONLY THE FOLLOWING ISSUES: 

A) THE PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE A REASEARCH REACTOR 
FOR THE INSTITUTO BALSEIRO WAS APPROVED. 

B) A DECISION WAS MADE TO GO AHEAD WITH THE DESIGN 
FOR A BUILDING FOR THE REACTOR. 

C) IT WAS AGREED TO CARRY OUT A STUDY (WITHIN THE 
NATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION) TO DETERMINE 
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PAGE 02 BUENOS 07869 210231Z 

TO WHAT EXTENT THE COMISION AND ARGENTINE INDUSTRY 
COULD PARTICIPATE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A REACTOR 
AND ITS AUXILIARY SYSTEMS. THE STUDY MUST BE 
COMPLETED BY MID DECEMBER, SO THAT A DECISION ON 
PROCUREMENT MAY BE TAKEN BY THE BEGINNING OF 1978. 

D) THE FUNDING FOR THE PROJECT WAS APPROVED. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. READING BETWEEN THE LINES, DEDUCE THAT THERE MUST 

BE FIRST A FORMAL DETERMINATION AS TO WHETHER THE REACTOR 
WILL BE CONSTRUCTED LOCALLY OR IMPORTED. THIS IS THE 
REASON FOR THE STUDY MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH 1C). 

3. REGRET IT HAS TAKEN SO LONG TO PROVIDE YOU THIS 
INFORMATION BUT SPEAKING TO DR. ABATTE BY TELEPHONE 
HAS PROVED IMPOSSIBLE. WILL ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHAT 
DECISION ON SOURCEING OF REACTOR IS TAKEN. BELIEVE 
NOTHING WILL CHANGE IN THIS REGARD, HOWEVER; IT STILL 
APPEARS PROBABLE FOREIGN PROCUREMENT WILL BE ALLOWED. 
BELIEVE IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR YOU TO VISIT ARGENTINA 
BEFORE DECEMBER IF YOU ARE PREPARED TO PROPOSE SOME 
TYPE OF LOCAL PARTICIPATION IN PRODUCTION OF REACTOR 
COMPONENTS. 

SIGNED: PETER E. JONES, COMMERCIAL ATTACHE, AMEMBASSY, 
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA. 

CHAPLIN 

NOTE BY OCT: PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEE. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NUCLEAR REACTORS, NUCLEAR RESEARCH 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BUENOS07869 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770388-0894 

Format: TEL 

From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 040/aaaabhkq. tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1a1f832b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BUENOS AIRES 6199 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 852596 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SALE OF RESEARCH REACTOR TO ARGENTINA 
TAGS: MNUC, ESTC, AR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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